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Paper 3226/01
Composition

Key messages

To do well in this paper, candidates need to:

ensure that they answer one question from each Section 1 and Section 2

adhere to the word limits

Ensure that the work is legible, accurate and logically presented

show an awareness of the conventions of paragraphing and sentence structure
demonstrate adequate control of vocabulary, syntax and grammar, punctuation and spelling
understand and be able to employ a range of apt vocabulary

be able to order and present facts, ideas and options

ensure the same word is not repeated many times

plan their use of time for each question and allow time for thorough checking of their work.

General comments

In general candidates performed quite well on this paper.

Stronger candidates organised their writing well, making good use of paragraphs and linking vocabulary.
They used a range of sentence types including more complex structures and made few spelling errors.

The most common spelling errors occurred in the use of the following letters, which were often written in an
incorrect form.

1. 60T — 6907 — [H (LI6vofl — Li6ofl)

60 - 6 — Lp (SILHIHB6L - Sl6flSH6v)

7 -0 (FaH6UG - FaMICUGI)

U-umunjss - Ujss, U &@LW - 4sGL) Gumstn @6 - Qblged 61(LDSHSISHS6T

6V — 6V (&L &l - Hevall, 9y, 6OTTEL - Iy 6oTETT6L) CLIMESTD CILOWI — 2 UNFELDUI

(DS SIS 6

6. GLOUI OGLD @LMIGET QoI OIGT @)L MISET — (ULHS GV — i1 & 6L, LoSHLICILICUHT & 61T
— LD S CILIGTOT 61T, [HL_6UTLD - [HL63T6OTLD, LIQ.LILIGUITS - LIl LIGUITS)

@ bk DN

Candidates should be aware that the meaning of a word could change by a slight difference in the phoneme.
Some common mistakes were:

UDIHST) ~ allennhbgmy

LIg6&TEH - Lig&&TE)

Shal - SIMHS

SlLELE| — SI6LEV

FalquUN(HSGWL - GGUNIHSGLD
GaemLenL. — GCoLemL

Qaren QFLaID — Q&MTETM ClFeLeYILD
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Candidates should also be aware of leaving space in between a word. For example;
uetteoflyedor(y — Ueoteoll @ yevor(h

Most candidates appeared to have organised their time well in the examination.

Comments on specific questions

Section A
Question 1

(a) This question proved popular and was one of the best answered. The strongest answers had less
spelling and grammatical errors and described the shop as a pharmacy to buy medicines.

(b) Few candidates approached this question. Only couple of candidates were very successful in
tackling this question very well.

(c) This was another popular and well answered question. Weaker candidates relied on too much
repetition of the same phrases. Indian or Sri Lankan spoken language was accepted, as the
question is based on a dialogue. For example,

QUMRISM SIS (Sri Lankan Tamil) — Geueioi(heusHm @&
@ ([ &CHem6V(Sri Lankan Tamil) — @)(H&&6)1606M6V
SLOLOIWIMesT(Indian Tamil) — (&6MMEUT6T
HLDLO6D6NT(Indian Tamil) — 6TRIGEM6N

Section B
Question 2
There was a balanced number of the four questions that were chosen by candidates.

Stronger narrative essays made good use of descriptive vocabulary and connectives to drive the narrative
forward and create a coherent text. The sentence structure was varied and the writing sustained the interest
of the reader. Weaker essays used a more limited vocabulary and repetitive sentence types.

Stronger discursive essays were well planned, relevant to the question and included reasons to support the
arguments given for and against the topics. These essays showed evidence of planning and were introduced
and concluded well. Weaker candidates had frequent spelling errors, did not structure or link their ideas well
and struggled to construct sentences accurately or relied on simple sentence types.
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TAMIL

Paper 3226/02

Translation and Reading
Comprehension

Key messages

To do well in this paper, candidates need to:

ensure that they answer all questions from Section A and Section B

demonstrate adequate control of vocabulary, syntax and grammar, punctuation and spelling
understand and be able to employ a range of relevant vocabulary

be able to order and present facts, ideas and options

plan their use of time for each question and allow time for thorough checking of their work.

General comments

In general candidates performed quite well on this paper, with a wide range of marks awarded.

Stronger candidates made significantly fewer spelling errors. Weaker candidates generally struggled to
construct sentences accurately and made frequent spelling and grammar mistakes.

The most common spelling errors occurred in the use of the following letters, which were often written in an
incorrect form.

60T — 6UT — [ (6T 60T 6BIGTT — 6T 6BUT 61) 6TTT)

6L — 61T - 1P (SIS 6D - 316MG 60, HTEMEL - HTEM6N)

7-M (@@WaIwBGLD - @MIeIMILD)

U-Um, & - T (UTJ58 - UJ&HS, U,&SGL - & GLD, CHL LT - Q&L Lmedr) GLITETm
G016V - Qb 60 6T(LDG SIS BT

o bd =

Also, candidates should be knowledgeable in singular and plural verb endings which is a very important
aspect in Tamil language.

Comments on specific questions

Section A - Translation

Questions 1 and 2

The majority of candidates were stronger translating from Tamil to English (Question 1) then from English to
Tamil (Question 2) where weaker candidates made many spelling, grammatical and vocabulary errors in the
Tamil produced. Stronger candidates were able to employ more accurate and relevant vocabulary in Tamil.
Section A — Reading Comprehension

Questions 3 to 13

Weaker candidates tended to copy larger sections from the text rather than a precise targeting of the answer
or phrasing the answer in their own words where possible. Stronger candidates used accurate spelling and

manipulated the grammar from the text where necessary so that any lifted text made sense in the context of
the question.
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